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In the Claims 

Claims 1-40 [Canceled]. 



1 41. [Previousfy PresentedJ An electronic mail communication method 

2 comprising: 

3 providing an electronic mail communication using a sender; 

4 ascertaining a value granting access to the erectronic mail 

5 communication; 

6 attaching the value to the electronic mail communication using the 

7 sender; 

8 after the attaching, outputting the electronic mail communication having 

9 the attached value for communication to a recipient; 

10 after the outputting, analyzing the attached value; and 

11 responsive to the analysis, accessing contents of the electronic mail 

12 communication using the recipient. 

1 42. [Previously PresentedJ The method of claim 41 further comprising: 

2 increasing the attached value responsive to the analyzing; and 

3 granting access to the contents of the electronic mail communication 

4 responsive to the increasing. 

1 43. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 42 wherein the 

2 wherein the increasing comprises increasing without interaction of the sender 

3 after the outputting. 

1 44. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 42 wherein the 

2 increasing comprises increasing to another value authorized by the sender before 

3 the outputting. 
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1 45. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 analyzing comprises: 

3 comparing the attached value with respect to a desired value of the 

4 recipient; and 

5 accepting the electronic mail communication responsive to the attached 

6 value being one of equal to and exceeding the desired value, and wherein the 

7 accessing is responsive to the accepting. 

1 46. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 ascertaining comprises ascertaining a range of different values, the attaching 

3 comprises attaching one of the values, and the analyzing comprises: 

4 comparing the attached value with respect to a desired value of the 

5 recipient; 

6 determining that the attached value is less than the desired value; 

7 responsive to the determining, increasing the attached value to be one of 

8 equal to and exceeding the desired value within the range of different values; 

9 and 

10 accepting the electronic mail communication responsive to the attached 

1 1 value being one of equal to and exceeding the desired value, and wherein the 

1 2 accessing is responsive to the accepting. 

1 47. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 attaching the value comprises attaching an electronic check including the value, 

3 and the analyzing comprises analyzing the electronic check in a clearinghouse 

4 process to verify that sufficient funds are available corresponding to the 

5 attached value, and further comprising accepting the electronic mail 

6 communication responsive to the verification and wherein the accessing is 

7 responsive to the accepting. 

1 48. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 47 wherein the 

2 analyzing comprises communicating the electronic check to a clearinghouse 

3 process entity configured to perform the verification. 
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1 49. [Previously Presented] The method of cJaim 41 wherein the 

2 attaching the value comprises attaching an electronic check, and further 

3 comprising: 

4 communicating the electronic check to a clearinghouse process entity 

5 after the outputting, and wherein the analyzing comprises analyzing the 

6 electronic check using the clearinghouse process entity; 

7 communicating a verification using the clearinghouse process entity after 

8 the analyzing; and 

9 accepting the electronic mail communication responsive to the 

10 communicated verification, and wherein the accessing is responsive to the 

11 accepting. 

1 50. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 attaching the value comprises attaching an electronic check including the value, 

3 and the analyzing comprises analyzing the electronic check in a clearinghouse 

4 process configured to process checks. 

1 61. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 attaching the value comprises attaching an electronic check including the value, 

3 and the analyzing comprises analyzing the electronic check in a clearinghouse 

4 process configured to process checks including verifying a digital signature of 

5 the sender and a digital signature of the recipient. 

1 52. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 electronic check is configured to cause the transfer of currency corresponding to 

3 the attached value from the sender to the recipient responsive to the accessing. 

1 53. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 attaching comprises attaching an electronic check which identifies a bearer, and 

3 the analyzing comprises comparing identities of the bearer and the recipient, and 

4 the accessing comprises accessing responsive to the recipient countersigning 

5 the check as the bearer. 
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1 54. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 attaching the value comprises attaching an electronic check including the value, 

3 and the analyzing comprises verifying an identity of a bank from which the 

4 attached value of the electronic check will be drawn. 

1 55. (Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 further comprising: 

2 outputting another electronic mail communication having another 

3 attached value for communication to the recipient; 

4 comparing the another attached value with respect to a desired value of 

5 the recipient; and 

6 responsive to the another attached value being less than the desired 

7 value, rejecting the another electronic mail communication wherein the contents 

8 of the another electronic mail communication are not accessed by the recipient. 

1 56. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 55 wherein the 

2 rejecting comprises returning the electronic mail communication to the sender. 

1 57. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 further comprising: 

2 outputting another electronic mail communication not having an attached 

3 value; and 

4 analyzing the another electronic mail communication comprises identifying 

5 the absence of the attached value; and 

6 responsive to the absence of the attached value, rejecting the another 

7 electronic mail communication wherein the contents of the another electronic 

8 mail communication are not accessed by the recipient. 

1 58. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 providing the electronic mail communication comprises providing an initial 

3 electronic mail communication, and further comprising: 

4 providing another electronic mail communication having an attached 

5 value; and 

6 sorting the initial electronic mail communication and the another 

7 electronic mail communication within an inbox of the recipient according to the 

PDNO. 10007231-1 
S/N: 09/872,493 
Amendment B 



PAGE 7/10* RCVD AT 8/1 1/2006 5:40:19 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/6 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:5098383424 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0240 



'08/11^2006 14:41 FAX* 50983*83424 



WELLS ST JOHN PS 



©008/010 



6 

8 respective attached values of the initial and another electronic mail 

9 communications. 

1 59. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 41 wherein the 

2 analyzing comprises analyzing using a processor of an Internet Service Provider 

3 configured to communicate electronic mail communications to the recipient, 

1 60. [Previously Presented] The method of claim 59 communicating the 

2 electronic mail communication from the Internet Service Provider to the recipient 

3 responsive to the analysis. 
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